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“Authority intoxicates

The fume of it invades the brain,

Makes men proud, siddy and vain (Samuel Butler)
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An Abstract of the book
“The Pedagogy of the Democrat”

By Vichai Tunsiri

The Pedagogy of the Democrat is a continuation of the
work previously undertaken to disseminate the concept and the
role of political culture in democracy, particularly in a country
like Thailand which experiences unstable democracy since the
beginning of the regcime from year 1932.

The cultural, psychological and behavioral approach to
political reform is really worthy of serious considerations by the
would-be reformers in Thai society at this juncture. So many
written constitutions have been drafted by Thai political
reformers in the past, and yet they have been found wanting
for the last 82 years. The big question is the problem of attitude
and values and moral sanction which should be inculcated
along with the desirable political institutions.

The present author has been advocating this political
culture approach for the last 18 years or since the drafting of
the constitution in 1997 and with the kind support of Konrad
Adenauer Foundation, at least two publications - Political
Culture and Reform and Civic Culture have been widely
disseminated among school teachers and NGO agencies.

The present publication, the Pedagogy of the Democrat,
as the title implies, is aimed at the classroom teachers, at the
level of the first year university level, as well as the in-school
and out of school clients. Apart from the distinct emphasis on
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appropriate political altitudes and values and ideology which
democracy demands, and school education should constantly
cultivate, the book devotes a good portion to exemplary lessons
on concepts teaching such as the basic concepts of “political
system”, such as “authority”, “legitimate power”, “power”, and
principles of “Democracy”. What Bernard Crick, an English
political scientist, refers to as the literacy approach to learning

in school is one of the approaches adopted in the text.

However, the distinct aspect advocated in this book is
the inspirational approach to political education, i.e. the reading
of politically inspired novels which teachers should frequently
advocate in the classroom. Example of politically inspired
novels have been cited as examples in the text.

The role of education for the adult is also advocated
here, in the final chapter. Believing in the non-formal and
informal aspects of education, the book conceives the role of
adult education as also crucial for grassroots democracy at the
village community level.

Finally, it should also be said that since every society has
its own unique identity, a political system appropriate for each
particular society should have a certain uniqueness, and not
necessarily a replica of any “advanced” nation. Thailand is a
buddhist society, so Buddhist Dhamma should be an integral
part of Thai political system. So we advocate “Dhamma

Democracy’
democracy”, which tends towards self-serving, narrow minded

)

rather than pure and simple “free, liberal

individualism, at the expense of common goods, which should
be one object for investigation and promotion.
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