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An Abstract of the Book
Citizenship, Human Rights and Democracy

by Thippaporn Tantisunthorn

Strategies concerning citizenship, human rights and
democracy were designed using information gathered from a
series of IPPS seminars and workshops on “Strategies on Civic
Education” held for teachers and education personnel in five
regional provinces in 2013. The seminars and workshops used
various methods such as Socratic dialogue, working group,
debate, discussion and role play. Most teachers, however,
were found to have known very little about civic education
and the role of citizens in a democratic society and also how
these two elements are important for national reforms. The
limited knowledge might make teachers, widely regarded as
role models for students, fail to act as good and responsible
citizens of the country. They have not even realized that all
common citizens can, and should, engage in socio-politics or
learned how education can be a useful tool for political devel-

opment in a democratic system.

Democracy is not a machine that can be left to work on
its own. Democratic values must be relentlessly instilled into
people from generation to generation via different channels
including education. Civic education in a democratic society
should help stimulate people to become self-governed. Self-

governing means citizens can have the final say in any deci-
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sion-making, do not have to bow to demands of others and
need not to live under any rule deemed unfair to them. The
spirit of democracy can be fulfilled only after every member
of a political community is guaranteed the right to fully par-
ticipate in self-governing. Since all members of a political
community are its citizens, their citizenship in a democratic
society automatically hands them the membership of that

political body.

Strategies concerning civic education must be given
top priority and strong support by people from all segments
of society, for example policymakers, educators, officials of
both public and private institutions and ordinary citizens.
These people must first share a common understanding about
the strategies and ways to carry them out effectively during
the period of national reforms. Through this strong coopera-
tion, education and democratic socialization can certainly
play a significant role in fostering democratic culture and

guaranteeing real citizen power in a true democracy.
This book contains five chapters:

@ Strategies on Democratic Citizenship

The meaning of civic education in different governed
states, citizenship and democratization and educa-

tion policies for local and global citizenship.

® Thai Society and the 215 Century

This chapter will point out the need for the Thai

society to take part in citizenship reform. Thailand
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must not only restructure state powers through leg-
islative development or improvement of political
mechanisms but must also create quality citizens to
cope with ongoing development and changes in plu-

ralistic societies.

® Democratization and Thai Society

This part involves the failure of all National Economic
and Social Development Plans in empowering citi-
zenship for socio-political engagement. This chapter
also gives a clear picture of the important connec-

tions among religions, human rights and democracy.

® Democracy in Our Places

This chapter aims to stimulate people from all walks
of life and all institutions to join hands with one an-
other in building up democratic societies at all levels
- family, regional community, the media, political
organization, public and private agencies and the

government.

@ Conclusion:

A proposal calling on the present government to lis-
ten to the “voices of the people” and guarantee the
right of citizens to participate in constitution draft-
ing since democratic development in Thailand and
elsewhere needs to be guided by active, well-informed

and responsible citizens.
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