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Accomplishment
Civic Education for Young Children Program

With kind support from the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, the program “Civic
Education for Young Children” had been organized continuously for 3 years. A total
12 workshops event, held in Bangkok and another two provinces, Buriram and Trang,
were attended by 795 attendants; 450 teachers and 284 students. Some of them
were regular attendants to the final event. Moreover, the program was adopted in
more than 30 schools and applied to hundreds of students in elementary and kinder-

garten levels.

The program rationales came from a nationwide study on 100,000 children age
between 1-14 and 10-14, revealed in 2011, that honesty was not much valued as in
the past. Economic competency comes first before moral and ethics. An outstanding
numbers of students admitted they had cheated and/or will cheat for benefits,
advantages or fame. Similar attitude was commonly found among many Thai adults
and the country suffers from chronic corruption. This reflection initiated many
agencies; state and non-state, to organize programs to reinstall honesty among school

students.

Bangkok Metropolitan Authority took the first step, in 2011, when asked the
National Institute of Development Administration (NIDA) to design a course for BMA’s
schools. Its curriculum comprises of values on honesty and integrity, greater good,

fairness and justice, responsibility and accountability, sufficiency and moderation.

Following the 22 May 2014 coup d’état, Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-char gave
12 values for Thai citizens to adhere . Among them were ethical and a dedication

to the public’s and the nation’s benefits rather than one’s own benefits.

IPPS believe moral/ethics is a fundamental value of a citizen. The soonest it

is instill the best result will be achieved. Ethical values were normally passed from
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generation to generations through family values and practices but as society changes,
family structure was distorted to not only in numbers of family-member but also
economic liability that resulted in a lack of family-time with children. Parents and

grandparents hoped schools and teachers would take this responsibility.

Storytelling was a conventional ways of teaching moral and ethics invented
in Aesop’s time. Aesop’s fables were widely used in schools for decades. The stories
inspired young students to behave and understand meanings of honesty, soodness,
fairness and justice, etc. IPPS had recalled this practice to be used in the elementary

schools.

We started, in 2013, with two teacher workshops in Buriram province. The
participants were convinced to recollect their good-old-times when listening to
stories. Some teachers willingly adopted the practice to their classes. The program
was extended to Trang province in 2014. In the second year of implementation,
the schools sent student-representatives to two workshops locally held at 2014 ended.
The program continued in 2015 with additional objective to assess the outcome.
The same groups of students were asked to co-write story portraying their living
environment. The story should reflect perceptions of ethics. The selected ones were

invited to the workshops.

Starting from a simple method, story-telling by teachers in classes, many more
activities were created such as; the school story-telling session every morning, the
student hand-made picture-books, story retelling by elder students, analytical Q&A,
noon time broadcasting, school projects, role-playing and finally, story-writing. The last
outputs were 18 students’ performances bases on their stories. Each story was performed
by its authors to the audiences from other schools. These two workshops were held in

November 2015 in Buriram and Trang.

During the implementation, series of evaluation were held between IPPS and
the teachers and we were delighted to know the students have greatly development
in their behaviors; honesty, friendliness, attentive, self-confident, disciplinary,
cooperative, responsibility, language skill, critical-thinking, and creativity.

However, teachers shared their limitations; inadequate support from education
administrators, school directors and colleagues, deficient time, too many assignments,

inadequate storybooks/media, and the schools emphasized on academic achievement.
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The teachers recommended the program to apply to every class in school, to
extend to more schools, to incorporate more activities, to organize study-tour and to

include parents’ participation in the activity/program.

The program has achieved our objectives to stimulate teachers to realize ethics
are the most fundamental values of human beings and could be instilled in young
students through stories. The program allowed teachers and students to explore

activities they hardly gain through formal curriculum .

From the teachers’ point of view, the Civic Education for Young Children Program
has initiated many changes and accomplishment were:

* The story-telling strengthen teacher-student relationship. The young students
looked forward to school days even when they were sick.

* Students’ behaviors on honesty, helpfulness, discipline, responsibility and
politeness improved significantly as they tried to follow the good characters.

* The storytelling among students; from the elder-to-the younger, stimulated
unity and students were helpful with each other without being told.

* Q&A session encouraged students to think and reasoning, inspired imagination,
induced creativity in art, language skill and self-confident.

* Improved group working, expression and participation.

* Improve proficiency in language skills for young students who speak only

local dialect at home. As a result, overall learning skill developed.

* The storytelling indirectly denounced bad actions without causing
embarrassment to anybody. Students willingly changed their behaviors

without being instructed, reproached or punished.
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