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(Translated and edited by Santhad Atthaseree,

David Peters, Parichart Chotiya)
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An Abstract of the book on
The Development of Democratic Leadership
in Thai Society

By Dr.Vichai Tunsiri

This book (work) is another major attempt at democratic
reforms in the Thai society. The emphasis here is on the cul-
tural and educational development of Thai society through a
special training of prospective leadership in the bureaucracy,
political parties and private sectors. An appropriate civic and
political education curriculum should be introduced at the
college and university levels, as well as at the upper high school
levels. Consequently, teacher training for secondary schools and
college level trainees should allocate some periods of time for
political, historical studies appropriate for Thai society

In this book is included a number of short essays as
guidelines for further discussion in the classroom. In the first
part from chapter | to chapter 6, new ideas or concepts of
democracy by Francis Fukuyama are introduced, including the
example of English Parliamentary system which took at least
474 years to develop.

In the second part (chapter 7 onward), the problem of
corruption in Thai bureaucracy is given a special emphasis,
leading to the suggestions of educational programmes for
educating the potential leadership groups in the Thai
bureaucracy, including future political leaders, and the private
sector entrepreneurs in the following chapters.
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The last section of the book (from chapter 13 onwards)
touches on educational reforms and judicious democracy.
The focus is also on political parties as a key to political
development.

The book come to its close by the final remark by both
Professor Almond and Verba on the importance of trust in the
civic culture. Without trust, the nation will eventually cease to
exist.
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