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About the book

This booklet provides in-depth analysis and critique of the much -
debated draft of the ‘Educational Reform Bill’ currently under deliberation by
the House of Representatives. The author reveals structural weaknesses of the
bill on two grounds: content and process.

The book argues that the main cause of failure of the Thai educational
system is the Thai government’s stubborn monopoly of this industry. The failure
of the educational system is a mere reflection of other bureaucratic failures
exhibited elsewhere in, for example, medical services, financial sector
regulation, the mishandling of foreign reserves and overall macro-economic
mismanagement. However, any effort to liberalize this industry is conspicuously
absent from the bill. The author also points out that the bill is sprinkled with
internal inconsistencies, irrelevant details and plain illegalities. Moreover, it is
deeply entrenched in a hidebound bureaucratic view of the world.

The bill’s shortcomings can be largely attributed to how the government
mishandled the drafting process. Instead of treating educational reform as the
nation’s top priority agenda and inviting participation from the general populace
early on, the government merely assigned the government agencies in charge of
existing policy to take care of the bill drafting. This approach has undermined
the legitimacy and greatly compromised the quality of the bill.

The author suggests that this bill would be better used to create a
‘national educational reform council’, which in turn would draft educational
reform policy. Instead of working on the content of reform, this bill should focus
on establishing the council: its duties, authority, time frame, budgetary support,
size, composition, and selection process for members.





